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[ess France is offering up brnd new and ven
bizarrely spiced dish indeed. Although his
cincmaie ouput s decreased daring the s
few vears; the passionate [lm ke has neves
stopped working eotirely. Incddition, Francos
tare has been light eon the borror element
Petween his spectaculba retarm 1o the senre
witliFaceless (Predeatenrs de fa Nuit 1957
and the nolso-memorible Kilfer Barbys
19931 Now Lhe maverick Spamish aaeur s
prepred Temeder Flesl (19971 a deiectable
miorsel sure (o sitisfy the speciilized nstes of
his ever arowing cult of devotees. Boccate di
Cardinale, [he new filins aliemae tile, is
Ialan term used 1o describe aomeal so
consummely prepared, i would dehghn e
taste hudds ol even o preded conpossenr, sucl s
i chureh Gudinal of Gidier times. The camal
delicacies presented fromthe very st scene ol
Tender Flesh would surely wmpr the st
Lt ol e reconsider o devortion of chustin
The film begins dusinge o seenmmzlv fontne
nigluclubbudinon conducted by Gorgonit Lina
Romme ) Uponthe st sosesy hopedul dances
i (hen stips awkapedly o response 10
inercisineleeruder conmined, Although it
CAmber Newnnin b is ot completely stire wie
the outeome of this trvou will be, she wins
audineon: Later a the aigheluly, her nulale
shiape e unsophisticaed genitions cately the
Tascivious eyes ol perverse Aneican couple
[ri (Alonique Parent and Peter Ralnan (Aldo
Simbrelly who are in leigoe wity Gorgona
Panlie wins the sudnien and soon Jeams from
L bovfriend, Carlos Ovlikel Catfirenn Kionen ),
ol i inreuing propositon e gam an gasy
SO The nvmphetie swrees 1o phin Is
which she must subimit to (he erouc whins of
Gorgonitand the Kalmans within the lisuorios
confines of a prvate shind. The lewd omes
begin assoon as Pl and Carlos mive an the
mgnificent scisice sl setting. Bt there i
more iy zocrs alredy present onthe shined
than anticapaied by the monev-huna cotple
They include the obedient and olten mude
Furk CAalin sk oomute Temale senani
who is equally proficient ar bool Tetishism
and swhip cscking: and Paul Radek el
Petit) a sinister chel whose revipes include
the most oncommon of mgredients
Iuhecomes clear soonenough e the guone
b famnes Jovee which cleverly begins the il
“Gond macde food, the Devil the cooks™, does
not apply w hiny alone. Afer < varniery ol
ntineie cncouniers, the lestivities culminate in
it crized orgy of sexual sadisim during which
Pauhi is ddimimistered a mind aliering cockuil
ind the stinging Riss of the Fish. Awakening (he
follosving moming in the now deseried villy
the wimarked condivion of her hudy civsesthe
confised aiel o question the reahte of the
previows mght's brotal aenvities. Her boviriend
is nowhere o be found as well But belore
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Michael Orlando Yaccarino takes alook at

Pauli cm convined heselt tharicsas all sunply
Joweind dream or narceic mdduced sy, she
is contimied by Gorgona’s cladlenge via
videotipe: The abindoned sl ot escpe
the iskand i order g redvive the promiscd
pavment. She s e clionce but toaccept and
s soon revedled how Carfos astoekied Pk
font Bis oo nione iy endds, Alowe portanily
e willes strmee wdedneinis lave not e i all
bt e gewing up o the supreme hunt in b

up a visually Turid Feast Especially memorable
i~ the wild bacehanal in which'the d
Paulit is enjoyed by almost eveny gues
wnerving argm music, all of the

caughn within the unreal elow ol

searel of the foveliest of quirmics

Althaush Tender Flesh 1s 0 cinennilic s
Creatt on =sev el cotmnts: a tew sour sling 8 :
selsomngs e up o tins othenwvise 48
White much of }5
the mstmmenal soundisicl is :
gute cvocanve, meluging o
classic Damel Whie
vocilizedmy, severalbofithe
o ls Dl Ll Ty DL st
e s ively
misnntehed wilvthe on g
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sereen action, Also, the
i as oocasiom |y
niarred I b
AP s is] g
sotindedesianublized
i distonn The
AL TSI VOLes 0 am
aiteinpt o heishien Paukis

sefise ol disonengiion, Ths
expenmentid device becomes
problemite for the audience das e
well since e siaible pomon of
the derlogie femiins alinost s
nnperceptiblear times. Even
son e vividly  crisp o
Cinemilaenplhi hy
Bénpunin L Gorden
chisily compensates for
these detnments by
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BANQUET

Jess Franco's latest film Tender Flesh

castisquite goodk Amenican film:ictress Monicue
Parent. as the luscious Irina Kalman. is 2
standout possessine one ol the wickedest smiles
Wy grace a4 Franco opus iy many- o vear. One
hopes the director will call upon her delectable
services for futare projects. But it is the presence
ol the unstoppable Lina Romay which gives
Tender Flesh its kinky kick. Sponing a hueh,
o oned buzz cotand a lusty voice capable of
making the lewdest of orders sound inviting,
she is o constnt delight, Ms Romay s an
actress who has reached an erotic matarity that
the camera still devours with relish Unilizing
her real name for the technical screen credits,
Rosa Maria Almirall. Ronvy is no less skillful as
the production’s editor expenly hlending
veritible menu ol nightmerishly sensual seenes

The films of Jess Frnco are conneated by a

web of associative elements linking them
in an almaost organic fashion
I hisway,

his motion pictures are taly that, imbued with
an ichosyncratic dvnamism by which certain
themes vital o the dircctor are advineed. e
has accomplished this through the use of
parillel charucter mames and tpes, locales,
plot lines, and actors. For the observant.
Tender Flesh mixes in it liberil diash of these
meaninglul elements. From filmo film, Frinco
oftien emplovs 4 revolving list of charcier
names which may or may not correspond
blatintly to a specilic tvpe 1o present an
alternately amusing. frustrating, or insightful
puizzle w the viewer, '

One ol countess examples of this
mischievous game refers 10 the name of Radek.
the naster chet of Tender Flesh . The director
himself portraved the psyehotic Killer known
ds Radeck, whads equally adept with a carving
knife in his Exorcisme (197:40). Ever since the
appearance of the deadeyed henchman Morpho

Lautner (Rieardo Valle) i The dwful Dr.
Orloff (Gritos en la Noche “1901), Franco
has devised similar mute assistants (o do

the bidding of evil superors. Acior Luis
Barhoo  played  silently  loval
underlings to both Cagliostro

(Howard Vernun) in The

Erolic Rites of
Frankenstein (La

. Maldici de

- Frankenstein 1972}

and the vampiric
", Countess [eina o
Karnstein ( Lina
Romewy ) [rom La
Comitesse Noire
(1973). Tender
Flesh uives
e R R
conceplion

H
[eminine
WISt

with

the creation of the previoush-nmentioned Furia
A wpictl convention of the Gothic horror
noved is the use of solated scttings Gar from the
reach ol socien's kws and morls. Franeo:
ackpes this device ingeniously. by frequently
awing his namatives unfold within sunilirdy
solitiry but instead lushly tropical seaside
Iocations: The multiple debaucheniesthroughout
Tender Flesh are commitied in and around
such a luxurious place. one which recalls
particularly the Flaitan plincition. house: of
Call of the Blonde Goddess (Ruf der
Blonden Gttin  1977). Thematically, Tender
Flesbh has its most obvious but superficial
antecedents in Franco's La Conttesse Perverse
(1973 which also concerns ginnibadistic:
aristocsits seceking the uliimae hone. Bue
wherein the eardier film ends with the evil
Comte Rador Zuoff (porrayed by Howird
Vernon with chilling glee) procliiming
stggestively over his slkiin wile (Alice Arno).
Nou shall be the tastiest addition (o the
collection”. Tender Flesh depias the grisly
truth of his mtentions. Bt Franco's new film
hits decper connections with Shining Sex (La
Fille an Sexe Brillamt (1975). Ling Romay
strred as Cynthia, an exotic dander, swha
unwiltinghy succumbs oa possibly alien couple
Evelyn Scot and Ram Ardids through @ serics
of frenzicd sesul contacts and the use of o
hallucinogenic lubrican
The idea of ol erotic domination by an
outside foree in which the secker becomes.
Tinally the victim of her own desires is otten
explored by Franco. These briel exumples.
show why delving into the ofien overdooked!
complexity ol this director’s work can be such?
alulfilling banquet for the viewer, It s [onunzate
for Jess Franco and his Ems thacthe director bas?
finadly found producers respectiul of his talent
ancl willing to allow him ol anistic control o
his work. One Shot Productions team of Kevin
Collins and Hueh Gallagher and Péger
Blumenstock of Germuany's Lucertoln. Media
are the daning producers of Teuder Flesh |
During 1997, the film has been exhibited o
appreciative daudiences at Spain’s E1Festivo de
Cine Fantastico de Bilbao und a1 (e Fant
Asia Festival in Monurcal It was given a
Halloween 1997 release date on video in
America exclusively from Brook Edwards
Productions, Edwardsville, Hlinois, USA,
Commitied to the direcror's desire o)
confinue cresting more enticing films, One’
Shor Procluctions will assist him in making
his vision a readity. Tantalizing fature titles:
include Marie Cookie and The Killer
Tarantula and The Legend of Lady
Framkenstein. Bul cemainly by the time of thist
article’s publicaion, Jess Franco, the inrepressible
sourmet of horror erotici cinens, will have
surprised evervone with [urther projects sure to
satishye very peculiar cravings indecd. W
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